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What are the NYS Next Generation ELA & Math Standards?

Delineate the knowledge, skills, and understanding that students can 
demonstrate over time when exposed to high-quality instruction and 
learning experiences.

Clarify what students should know and be able to do independently by the 
end of each grade (or grade band).

Collectively be focused and cohesive; designed to support a successful 
transition to various post-secondary paths.  

The goals of the NYS Next Generation ELA and Math Standards are to:
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How were the standards created?

The NYS Next Generation Learning Standards for ELA and Mathematics are the 
result of a two-year collaborative revision process that took place across New York 
State.

More than 130 teachers (including special education and bilingual education), 
administrators, parents, higher education representatives, and stakeholders reviewed 
each 2011 NYS P-12 Learning Standard and suggested modifications.

Reviewers’ suggested modifications were based on:
Their own expertise and experiences;
Public comments; and
Additional reviews from the field, as well as researchers and content specialists 
across grade levels and settings.
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ELA – Major organizational changes & vocabulary

Organization: The NYS Next Generation English Language 
Arts Learning Standards (2017) include the same general 
organizational structure as the 2011 NYS P-12 Learning 
Standards for ELA, with some changes.

The 2011 and 2017 ELA standards are both organized 
under the following major strands: Reading, Writing, 
Speaking & Listening, and Language. Each of these sections 
has related anchor standards.
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ELA – Major organizational changes & vocabulary

Major Changes:

Addition of Lifelong Practices of Readers and Writers

Introduction to Early Learning

Merging of the Reading for Information and Reading for Literature Standards

Revision of the Grade-Level Reading Expectations for Text Complexity

Revision of the Writing Standards

Reduction of the Anchor Standards

Separation of 6-12 Reading Standards for Literacy

Distinct standards for History/Social Studies and Science and Technical Subjects
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ELA – Major organizational changes & vocabulary

Key Vocabulary: 

Learning Standards

Anchor Standards

Grade-level and Grade-band Standards

Lifelong Practices of Readers and Writers

Strands

Range of Student Reading Experiences and Text Complexity
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Math – Major modifications and changes

The New York State Next Generation Mathematics Learning Standards (2017) 
reflect revisions, additions, vertical movement, and clarifications to the 2011 NYS 
P-12 Learning Standards for Mathematics. 

Significant changes/modifications:

High school standards listed by course (Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II) and 
Plus Standards that offer additional mathematics beyond Algebra I.

Standards moved to different grade levels to improve focus; providing more time for 
students to develop deeper levels of understanding of major grade-level content and 
skills.

New standards were added to strengthen coherence.

Consolidation/removal of standards to improve coherence, focus, and reduce 
redundancy amongst the grade levels.
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Math – Major modifications and changes

Significant changes/modifications (continued):
Clarification to more clearly identify the expectation of existing standards to 
improve the focus of instruction. Additional notes and illustrations were added to 
help further clarify expectations.

The term “explore” is now used in some standards so students can be introduced 
to a concept without the expectation of mastery or being assessed. 

Maintenance of the rigor of standards by balancing the need for conceptual 
understanding, procedural skill, and application. 

Added the supplemental “Glossary of Verbs Associated with the Next Generation 
Math Learning Standards,” which contains an explanation of the context in which 
certain verbs are utilized in the standards.
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How are the new standards DIFFERENT?

The new standards clarify vague and/or confusing wording in the 2011 
ELA and math standards.

Adjustments have been made to ensure new standards are appropriate
for our youngest learners, multilingual learners, and students with 
disabilities.

The Introduction to the NYS Next Generation Early Learning 
Standards provides in-depth guidance for pre-K through grade 2 
implementation of standards.
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http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/introduction-to-the-nys-early-learning-standards.pdf


Implementation Roadmap & Resources

The Next Generation Standards Implementation Roadmap
was released in Spring 2018.  
NYSED collaborated with BOCES and educators from across 
the State to develop this timeline and set goals for 
implementation, which includes three specific phases and 
related activities. 
The Roadmap website includes specific activities and links to 
resources, as well as a Roadmap Overview and Frequently 
Asked Questions, a Roadmap At-a-Glance flyer for schools, 
and links to additional resources and partners who can assist 
with the work. 
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http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/next-generation-learning-standards-and-assessment-implementation-timeline
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-roadmap-overview.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-ela-mathematics-standards-at-a-glance-flyer.pdf


Implementation Timeline

Phase I: Raise Awareness – Winter 2018 to Winter/Spring 2019
Make all education stakeholders aware of the revised standards and the timeline for 
implementation; highlight areas of impact with respect to current standards, instruction, 
and assessment. This collaborative phase will help identify the necessary professional 
learning that will occur in Phase II.
Phase II: Build Capacity – Spring 2019 to Summer 2020
Provide guidance and support for districts with regards to the professional learning 
needs identified in Phase I, with the focus on the integration of the Standards into 
curriculum, instruction, and assessment design.
Phase III: Full Implementation – September 2020 – ongoing 
Schools implement the Standards in classrooms for grades preK-12.
New NYS Grades 3-8 Assessments – Spring 2021
Grades 3-8 ELA and math assessments will measure the NGLS.

Information regarding full implementation / assessment alignment at the high school level will be forthcoming; however, will not take place prior to 
the 2020-2021 school year. 
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Phase II: Building Capacity (2019-2020 School Year)

As of Spring/Summer 2019, schools should be shifting from 
“Raising Awareness” (Phase I) to “Building Capacity” (Phase II). 

Building Capacity is about providing guidance and support for 
districts with regard to the professional development needs 
identified in Phase I, with the focus on the integration of the 
Next Generation ELA and Mathematics Learning Standards 
into curriculum, instruction, and assessment design. 
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Phase II: Capacity Building (2019-2020 School Year)

Goal 1: Support local school district needs to integrate the Next Generation ELA and 
Mathematics Learning Standards into local curriculum.

Examine current district curricular materials and resources and determine the 
changes needed to ensure alignment to the NYS Next Generation ELA and 
Mathematics Learning Standards.
Based on need, review, revise, or create curricular units or adopt a curriculum 
program to ensure alignment to the NYS Next Generation ELA and Mathematics 
Learning Standards.
Pilot and evaluate new/modified curricular units at the classroom level using 
evidence-based criteria; revise curricular units accordingly.
Coordinate district, local, and regional school collaboration in the design, adaptation, 
and planning of curriculum. Use technology and other resources as needed.
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Phase II: Capacity Building (2019-2020 School Year)

Goal 2: Support classroom instructional needs to be aligned with the Next 
Generation ELA and Mathematics Learning Standards.

Identify current/new instructional strategies that allow opportunities for students to 
engage in the Lifelong Practices of Readers and Writers and the Standards for 
Mathematical Practice.
Examine current classroom instructional strategies and determine changes needed 
to ensure classroom instruction is research-based and aligned with the standards. 
For example, using student-centered, project-based and inquiry-based learning, 
purposeful play, and other student-focused modes of instruction.
Develop plans and resources to ensure that the instructional needs of Students with 
Disabilities and English Language Learners/Multilingual Learners will be met as the 
new NYS Next Generation Standards are implemented.
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http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/2015-memos/blueprint-for-improved-results-for-students-with-disabilities.html
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/blueprint-for-ell-success.pdf


Phase II: Capacity Building (2019-2020 School Year)

Goal 3: Support local school district professional development needs and ensure 
alignment with the Next Generation ELA and Mathematics Learning Standards.

Establish networks of educators, local, regional, and state organizations, and other 
stakeholders to collaborate and share professional development/implementation 
plans and resources that will enhance professional learning.
Implement professional development to understand how current research and best 
practice for curriculum and instruction support the development of advanced 
literacies. Please see Dr. Lesaux’s literacy briefs as a resource for this activity. 
Partner with interested experts in the arts, cultural centers, and community 
stakeholders, to feature workshops that enhance the teaching and learning of the 
NYS Next Generation ELA and Mathematics Learning Standards. 
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http://www.nysed.gov/bilingual-ed/linguistically-diverse-learners-and-nys-next-generation-p-12-learning-standards


Phase II: Capacity Building (2019-2020 School Year)

Goal 4: Support development of local and state assessments to be aligned to the 
NYS Next Generation ELA and Mathematics Learning Standards. Establish networks 
of educators, local, regional, and state organizations, and other stakeholders to 
collaborate and share professional development/implementation plans and resources 
that will enhance professional learning.

Design and collaborate in the test development cycle for the NYSED Grades 3-8 
NYS English Language Arts and Mathematics tests that are aligned with the NYS 
Next Generation ELA and Mathematics Learning Standards. Office of State 
Assessment Test Development Cycle resources and teacher participation 
recruitment page are available on the NYSED website. 
Create/adjust local school district assessment(s), ensuring alignment to NYS Next 
Generation ELA and Mathematics Learning Standards. 
Provide professional development on the use of assessments (formative as well as 
summative) and data-driven instruction at the local level to encourage and promote 
student growth and produce valid data relevant to the achievement of the NYS Next 
Generation ELA and Mathematics Learning Standards.
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http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/teacher/testdevprocess.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/teacher/home.html


Phase II: Capacity Building (2019-2020 School Year)

Goal 4: Support development of local and state assessments to be aligned to the 
NYS Next Generation ELA and Mathematics Learning Standards.  Establish networks 
of educators, local, regional, and state organizations, and other stakeholders to 
collaborate and share professional development/implementation plans and resources 
that will enhance professional learning.

Develop new aligned Regents Examinations in English Language Arts and 
Mathematics that reflect the expectations in the NYS Next Generation ELA and 
Mathematics Learning Standards. Office of State Assessment Test Development 
Cycle resources and teacher participation recruitment page are available on the 
NYSED website.
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http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/teacher/testdevprocess.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/teacher/home.html


Additional Resources: NGLS Website

http://www.nysed.gov/next-generation-learning-standards
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http://www.nysed.gov/next-generation-learning-standards


Additional Resources: Editable NGLS Roadmap

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/editable-roadmap-011019.pdf
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Requested by educators and 
administrators to increase 
ease of documentation of 
action steps taken towards 
implementation
Key implementation activities 
pertaining to S/CDN, 
BOCES, Local School 
District, or other Stakeholder 
Groups now have a fillable 
action steps column  
Click and type to edit!

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/editable-roadmap-011019.pdf


Additional Resources: Next Generation Roadmap Spotlight

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-roadmap-spotlight-january-2019
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Read our first edition to learn about:
Greece Central School District and Monroe 2-
Orleans BOCES’ collaboration to find time to raise 
awareness of the new standards in Raising 
Awareness May Take Time, but it’s Time Worth 
Taking;
The connection Herricks UFSD made between their 
values and the Lifelong Practices of Readers and 
Writers in The Senior Exit Portfolio: Measuring the 
Lifelong Practices through Student Reflection; and
How Hudson Falls Central School District utilized its 
teacher leadership structure and instructional 
coaching support to rollout the Next Generation 
Standards in Utilizing Teacher Leadership and 
Instructional Coaching to Support Next Generation 
Standards Rollout.

Send submissions to standards@nysed.gov

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-roadmap-spotlight-january-2019
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/nys-next-generation-roadmap-spotlight-january-2019
mailto:standards@nysed.gov


Additional Resources: Professional Learning Toolkits

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/next-generation-standards-supporting-all-students-conferences-professional
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Online access to materials from the 
Supporting all Students conferences
Guidance on utilizing the presentations and 
workshop materials 
Suggestions for organizing professional 
development 
All materials are free and open to use for 
districts/schools
NOW AVAILABLE!  

Family Engagement Toolkit for Multilingual Learner/English 
Language Learner Standards Support
Standards and the Instructional Cycle:  A Resource for P-3
Developing a Standards-Based IEP

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/next-generation-standards-supporting-all-students-conferences-professional
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/next-generation-standards-supporting-all-students-conferences-professional


Additional Resources: Learning Standards Crosswalks

2019-2020 School Year Update

Crosswalks are a reference tool to 
efficiently compare the changes between 
the 2011 New York State P-12 Learning 
Standards and the 2017 Next Generation 
Learning Standards. 
The crosswalks can assist educators in the 
preliminary work required in assessing the 
scope of the content changes and the 
impact those changes will have on student 
learning, locally devised curriculum, 
instruction and instructional resources. 
Crosswalks are available for both ELA and 
math at each grade level.

English Language Arts crosswalks: http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/teachers/next-generation-ela-learning-standards-crosswalks
Mathematics crosswalks: http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/teachers/next-generation-mathematics-learning-standards-crosswalks

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/teachers/next-generation-ela-learning-standards-crosswalks
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/teachers/next-generation-mathematics-learning-standards-crosswalks


Additional Resources

Advanced Literacy Briefs
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-city-regional-supporting-all-students-conference-hunter-
college-june-2018

Blueprint for Improved Results for Students with Disabilities 
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/2015-memos/documents/blueprint-students-disabilities-
special-education.pdf

Blueprint for English Language Learner Success
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/blueprint-for-ell-success.pdf

Glossaries
English Language Arts: http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-
instruction/next-generation-ela-glossary-of-terms.pdf
Mathematics: http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/glossary-verbs-associated-new-
york-state-next-generation-mathematics-learning
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http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/new-york-city-regional-supporting-all-students-conference-hunter-college-june-2018
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/2015-memos/documents/blueprint-students-disabilities-special-education.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/blueprint-for-ell-success.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/next-generation-ela-glossary-of-terms.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/glossary-verbs-associated-new-york-state-next-generation-mathematics-learning


Have a great school year!

Professional Learning Organizations:
BOCES
Commission on Independent Colleges and Universities
City University of New York
NYC Department of Education
NYS Education Department
New York State United Teachers
Principals
Professional Standards and Practices Board for Teaching
School Administrators Association of NY
Staff/Curriculum Development Network
State University of New York
Teachers
Teacher Centers
The Big 5 
United Federation of Teachers
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